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�� ith the American Basketball Association attracting fans and attention with 
their freewheeling style of play and trend setting three point basket, the NBA 
elected to place new franchises in Buffalo, Cleveland, and Portland for the 

1970-71 season and split into four divisions, as baseball had done in 1969. Under this 
new alignment the top two finishers in each division made the playoffs regardless of 
record, and this inequitable system left some worthy teams at home once the playoffs 
began.  Meanwhile, the new franchises were predictably woeful, all falling more than 
15 games out of first place in their divisions.  
 While these new teams floundered, the older teams feasted on the weak 
schedules. With Boston's stranglehold on the championship broken by the Knicks in 
the 1969-70 campaign, the road to an NBA championship was as wide open as it had 
ever been. In the East, the Knicks were strong again in the Atlantic Division, while 
Boston had returned with a strong team after reloading with rookie (and future Hall of 
Famer) Dave Cowens. The Sixers were still strong with Billy Cunningham, while in the 
Central the Baltimore Bullets were led by smooth Earl Monroe and rough Wes Unseld, 
the class of a weak division. One could not forget, of course, the Central Division's 
Atlanta Hawks, who featured the supremely talented rookie Pistol Pete Maravich, and 
the Cincinnati Royals, who added Nate “Tiny” Archibald as a first year man. 
 The Western Conference featured a rough Midwest Division, where the 48-

win Suns missed the playoffs and the cellar dwelling Pistons 
were so strong they would have won the Central Division. 

Midwest champions Milwaukee featured Lew Alcindor 
(known to history as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) and 

Oscar Robertson, one of the greatest two-man 
combos in history, while Chicago had star 

forward Bob Love, Phoenix featured 
playground great Connie Hawkins, and 
Detroit had rookie center Bob Lanier and 
sweet shooting Dave Bing. 
 The Pacific Division began and 
ended, as it has for so many years since, 
with the Los Angeles Lakers, and this 
version featured Wilt Chamberlain and Jerry 
West. While both men were on the downside 

of their careers, they both had plenty of gas 
left in the tank to dominate their foes.  San 

Francisco's Nate Thurmond and San Diego's 
Elvin Hayes certainly battled Chamberlain during 

their matchups, and San Diego rookie Calvin 
Murphy would become one of the Rockets' all time 

best players, but Los Angeles was clearly the class of the 
Pacific. 

 Despite the strong rookie class and excellent seasons turned in by a number 
of all time greats, 1970-71 was the first transcendent season from Jabbar. In the 
second of his 20 NBA seasons, the inventor of the sky hook won his first MVP and first 
NBA championship, taking over the mantle of league dominance from Chamberlain. 
The “Big Fella” led Milwaukee past San Francisco and Los Angeles, looking forward to 
a rematch with the New York Knicks, who had bounced Milwaukee from the 
conference finals the previous season. But Baltimore's Bullets outlasted the Knicks in 
a physical 7 game series to reach the Finals, and it was Baltimore that the dominant 
Bucks were matched against. With Monroe and Unseld slowed by injuries, the Bucks 
rolled to a Finals sweep and their only World Championship. 
 With one of the most talented rookie classes ever joining veterans included 
among the all time greats, replay possibilities for the 1970-71 season abound. The 
Celtics, Knicks, and Sixers are all deep, talented squads, and the Bucks, Bulls, and 
Suns all had strong seasons. The Bullets and Lakers could round out an excellent 8 
team tournament, while even a full season replay, a total of just under 700 games, 
would not be out of reach for a dedicated Replayer. Rookies like Maravich and 
Archibald will leap into action during their replay matchups, while Chamberlain, 
Jabbar, Robertson and West will dominate the tabletop once again as the 1970-71 
season comes to life.  As always, with Replay it’s a great day to hit the hardwood! 
� � � � � � � �����    
                 —Michael Webb 
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���������������������������������  �	� Defending champs are back strong 
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�������������������������  ���� Dr. Jack has Greer and Billy C—but no Wilt 

������������������������������������  ���� After lost year, Big Red leads C’s back 
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�������������������������������  ���� Coach Dolph Schayes regrets that he can’t play 
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��
�� ���  �	� Earl the Pearl stars, team is tops in weak division 

!�
����  ���� Pistol Pete’s first team tries to outscore all comers 

"��#������  ��$� Cousy tries to show rookie Archibald the way 

"
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���  ���� Fitch leads group that recalls 1899 baseball Spyders 
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'�
������  �	� Champs have Alcindor, Big O—any questions? 

"��#�(�  �&�� Chet Walker, Jerry Sloan—what’s not to (Bob) Love? 


�����)  �&�� Connie Hawkins, Paul Silas—best third place team ever? 

*������  ��&� Bob Lanier, Dave Bing—best last place team ever?? 
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��  �	� Aging West, Wilt still have fuel in the tank 

,���-���#��#�  ���� Vets Thurmond and Lucas need help 

,���*��(�  ���� Third season on Big E’s road to Hall 

,����
�  �&�� Player/coach Wilkens can’t lift weak group 
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���
���  �$� ��� ����� �&$� Rookie Petrie leads Portan (no D here!) 

�.!" 11��.!" 11��.!" 11��.!" 11�� ���

.!,/.0��"1�-.0.�".� 2.,/.0��"1�-.0.�".�

,.'3-3�!+,�
New York defeats Atlanta, 4 games to 1 
Baltimore defeats Philadelphia, 4 games to 3 

,.'3-3�!+,�
Milwaukee defeats San Francisco, 4 games to 1 
Los Angeles defeats Chicago, 4 games to 3 

-3�!+,�
Baltimore defeats New York, 4 games to 3 

-3�!+,�
Milwaukee defeats Los Angeles, 4 games to 1 

��!�-3�!+,�
Milwaukee defeats Baltimore, 4 games to 0 
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Team Sheets are designed to be used instead of the game’s standard individual cards, with each team 
represented by one 8.5” x 11” sheet.  
 
Each team’s five starting players are arranged along the top of their team sheet in the same order as they would 
be placed on the game’s standard lineup court:  PF – SF – C – PG – SG  
The rest of the players are listed as closely as possible to their actual usage on the depth chart, with the most-
used subs in the second row under the starters, and so on. 
 
This setup’s biggest difference from the standard player card setup is its simplified method of play involving 
fatigued players.  In this setup, there are no “B” rebounding or defensive grades.  Whenever a player is fatigued, 
he automatically loses any “vs” rebound battles to his rebounding opponent.  In addition, any “?” results on his 
opponents’ offensive grid that would normally hinge on his defensive grades will now go to the benefit of his 
opponent.  For example, if the player he is guarding rolls a “2?” result in column 1, it becomes an automatic 
basket if his defender is fatigued.   
 
Playing the Game using the Team Sheets 
To play using these team sheets, simply place both team sheets adjacent to each other on your tabletop, in 
place of the standard lineup court.  This method is designed to use differently-colored pawns to track each 
player in the game on each team:   
 
PF Red 
SF Orange 
C Yellow 
PG Green  
SG Blue 
 
For each player in the game, place a colored pawn in the white space in the top center of his ‘card’, 
corresponding to the position he is currently playing on the court.  (You’ll quickly begin to mentally match up the 
colored pawn for each player to his defensive counterpart on the opposing club, making referrals to defensive 
and rebounding ratings easier and faster as you become more accustomed to the setup).  
 
On blue die row results, if the player is currently playing the position indicated by his blue die roll, use the small 
alternate position listed to the right of the original listed position. 
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